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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETEL, PINT, CA 

SUBJECT: QUEBEC TO CARRY CABLE TELEVISION EIGHT TO SUPREME 
COURT 

REE: QUEBEC 17 

1. QUEBEC COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER LOUIS O'NEILL ANNOUNCED 
FRIDAY THAT QUEBEC WOULD CARRY ITS FIGHT FOR JURISDICTION 
OVER CABLE TELEVISION TO THE SUPREME COURT OE CANADA. 

HE DESCRIBED ACTION AS "ONE OF THE 

STEPS TOWARD INDEPENDENCE". COMMENTING ON ADVERSE RULING BY 
QUEBEC COURT OF APPEAL, O' NEILL CALLED OTTAWA "A FOREIGN POWER". 
HE SAID THAT QUEBECOIS WOULD NOT ACCEPT THAT FOREIGN POWERS 
DETERMINE POLICIES WHICH AFFECT EDUCATION, CULTURE AND DAILY 
LIFE. 

2. MINISTER SAID GOQ HAD MODEST HOPE OF SUCCESS IN COURT 
CHALLENGE. HE DENIED QUEBEC IS HOPING FOR ANOTHER LEGAL 
DEFEAT WHICH COULD BE USED AS AMMUNITION IN THE COMING REFER- 
ENDUM DEBATE OVER INDEPENDENCE. HE CONCLUDED HOWEVER, 

THAT EVERYTHING WHICH COULD HELP A HARMONIOUS TRANSFER OF POWER 
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WOULD BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO EVERYONE. 

3. COMMENT: QUEBEC WILL ASK SUPREME COURT TO CONSIDER CULTURAL 
AS WELL AS STRICTLY TECHNOLOGICAL ISSUES OE THE CABLE DISPUTE. 

A LOW LEVEL COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY OEFICIAL TOLD US 
PRIVATELY THAT GOQ WAS VERY DISSAPPOINTED THAT A QUEBEC 
COURT HAD REFUSED TO CONSIDER CULTURAL ASPECTS OF CASE. HE 
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SAID MINISTRY HAS NO HOPE OF WINNING CHALLENGE IN OTTAWA. 

DESPITE O'NEIL'S DISCLAIMER, IF SUPREME COURT DISMISSES CASE, 

GOQ WILL HAVE EFFECTIVE ARGUMENT TO USE WITH QUEBEC POPULA- 
TION THAT ITS CULTURAL PREROGATIVES WERE BEING OVERRIDDEN. 

MCNAMARA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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